PURVEYING THE FLORIDA DREAM
Native Floridian Brett Holland explains his collaborative approach to backyard design
By Eric Herman
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ORN AND RAISED in the Sunshine State, Brett
Holland grew up at the side of his late father, Mike
Holland, learning not only how to build beautiful
pool/spa environments, but equally important, why it
is imperative to include the clients in the design process.
“Some of my fondest memories of my father were
poolside,” he recalls. “He showed me how important it is to
look at the work from the client’s point of view. I ﬁnd most
people hardly spend any time out back. The ultimate goal

is to extend their living area into the backyard; by adding a
watershape to the property, we create a place for serenity
and memories.”
The project discussed here, completed in August 2018,
is a perfect example of that approach. (Holland designed
the pool and surrounding area for Treasure Pools in Royal
Palm Beach, Fla., which handled the construction, but he
has since moved on to his family’s ﬁrm, Paradise Pools by
Design in Orlando.)

DESIGN CONNECTIONS
The property is located on the Loxahatchee River in
Tequesta, Fla., near Jupiter. Holland was one of four builders
the clients considered — it was his sensitivity to their ideas,
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as well as his collaborative approach, that won them over.
“I always design with my clients,” he says. “I may try to
guide them toward certain decisions, but it’s a collaboration
from start to ﬁnish. In this case, it was deﬁnitely their
dream to live on the water, own a pool and ultimately make
their dreams of the Florida lifestyle a reality,” he says. “It
becomes an extremely personal process. Working that way
takes a lot of effort, but it’s worth it in the way homeowners
become emotionally invested in the process and ultimately
the end results. On this project, we’re all very proud of what
we achieved by working together.”
The property had an existing ﬁberglass pool, decking and
a retaining wall, all of which were removed prior to the dig.
“We looked at a number of different ideas. It turned
out that the clients favored a freeform design that felt
more tropical,” Holland says. “They also wanted to create
a visual connection between the pool and the river’s dark
water, and bring the water as close up to the house as
possible, which is why we included the vanishing edge and
perimeter-overﬂow detail.”
The pool is 14 1⁄2 feet wide by 36 feet long with the
combination vanishing edge and perimeter overﬂow. An
8-foot-diameter circular spa is located inside the pool,
raised a paper-thin-1⁄8-inch above the pool surface. The
edge treatments and dark ﬁnish colors harmonize with the
dark waters of the river to serve as a mirror, reﬂecting the
dramatic Floridian cloudscapes.
“It was very important that we maintained a glassy
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The light end of the spectrum comes courtesy of the
French-pattern travertine decking, which wraps around all
sides of the pool, including a pathway that runs between the
edge catch basin and river’s edge.
The pool’s interior is ﬁnished in a custom blend midnight
pebble ﬁnish from Stonescapes. Holland explains that in
the past he’s been dissatisﬁed with the appearance of dark
exposed aggregate ﬁnishes because the cement background
color provides too much of a contrast with dark-colored
pebbles. “We dyed the cement a dark gray instead of the
standard blue so that it would have a more uniform dark
appearance,” he says.
Holland also added abalone shells to the mix to the
give the dark ﬁnish a shimmering quality that becomes
almost iridescent in direct sunlight. “But we didn’t want the
vanishing edge to sparkle because we wanted it to blend
with the dark water of the river,” he says. “So we started out
ﬁnishing the edges without the abalone, and then added it in
the mix when we started on the ﬂoor and the walls.”
The spa beam and outside surface of the vanishing edge
and wet walls are surfaced in a black glass tile, which also
adds a layer of rich optical interplay. “It’s a beautiful look,
but we had to be sure there wouldn’t be any efﬂorescence
later on,” he explains. “We see that all the time with tile
ﬁnishes and it can ruin an otherwise beautiful pool. That’s
why we sealed the entire shell using Aquron waterprooﬁng,
which does a great job of preventing efﬂorescence and other
problems associated with water moving through the shell.”
The dark materials take on a different optical character at
night with the pool’s extensive use of nicheless LED lighting
ﬁxtures. These small lights provide detailed illumination of

the vanishing edge wall with its 1-by-2-inch black glass tiles,
as well as lighting in the ﬂoor of the sun shelf.

A NEW GENERATION
As mentioned above, Holland was raised in the pool industry,
initially working with his dad in the Orlando area. At this writing,
Holland is moving back to his hometown where he’ll work with
his cousins Ryan and Wes Holland. The journey back to his
roots closes a big loop in his early career and has given him
cause to reﬂect on the skills and wisdom he gained from his
father, Mike Holland, who passed away two years ago.
“I think my Pop would be proud,” he says. “I learned a
lot from having the opportunity to work for several different
companies, but my dad was the one who taught me how
to build a pool and to appreciate what it means to the
homeowner, and how a well-designed swimming pool can
make people’s dreams come true.”

ARTISANAL WATER
Like many discerning clients, these homeowners were interested in
both superior water quality and reduced chemical use. That resonated
with Holland, who is a strong advocate for alternative sanitization
technology, ozone generation in particular.
For this project, Holland used a Clearwater Tech ozone generator
with an 8 gram per hour output, combined with an 80 gallon contact
tank. “When you size these systems correctly you can achieve a
maximum 95 percent reduction in chlorine use,” he says. “And we’re
delivering a 3-log reduction, which eliminates 99.9 percent of bacteria.”
The system also includes a Fusion Soft salt system with mineral
dispenser Nature 2, which contributes both an algaecide and maintains
a low .5 ppm chlorine residual.
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